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hetter, he receives another letter. Just
as the other, he reads this one owver and
over until the letter is worn, He knows
she received his letters and cried when
she repd them. He sneaks of f to shed a
fear, knowing he can't let anyvone see
him or they will think he is weak, When
he is done he returns to the ceal world,

He received another letier, bot it
wisn't from his girlfriend. & was from
the LS Army telling him he is going
home. He is overwhelmed with jov and
shouts out for all to hear. He knows he
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FAS Meridian was upsrraded
tooa Major Shore Command in
Chetober 1982, In March 1984, i
wies ane of 15 installations chosen
far the Department of Dhefense
Made] Installwtion Progeram,

The Regional Counterdrog
Training Academy was estab-
lished in 1992, Operated by the
Missiszsipgd National Guard, it
providhes counterdruge framang for
civilian low enforeement officers
frcam several stabes e ludimge Mis
sissippl, Lowisiana, Alabama and
Georgin, The academy is cone
grressionally funded throueh the
[repartiment of Defense.,

Ol Ohct, 17, 1997, 15t LL Karen
Fuller Tribbeit received her
“Wings of Gald,” becoming the
firsad fermade strike piked in the LS,
Marine Corps,

The G.¥. “Sonny” Mont-
gomery Maval Beserve Center
Peridian opensd on July 15,
20000 T1 inelodes elassrooms, an
aditorium  and  conference
TEHIETS,

The mimn base of MAS
Meridian ocoupies more than
A0 acres of land with an adde
homal 4 000 peres at Joe Williams
Field smd its targed aren Known a8

SEARAY.

will b going home o see her.

He begins to count down the days
until departure. Twoe weeks bt'fun:aﬁv
leaves, the unthinkable happens, a sur-
prize atiack. He and his comrades are
under fire, and he wonders if he will ever
make it home,

Just as he thinks the geing is gelting
tough, he gets going, He is now fighting
for the right to ge home. He remembers
his reots and all the people back home,
He isn’t scared anymaore and now he has
a will to fight. He is like a wild man going
witle open at all Gmes, When dusk falls,
the battle is over and the minds of many
are at ease.

Sheltered
by God’s
loving
hand ...

Clreri Lharry, executive
director af the Sy Chapler of the
Awerican Hed Cross in
Mervidian, wrefe his latter to
L5 froshs
SETRING N
Irag during
fhe 2004
holiday
segzon. The
Hey Claffer
af e
American
Hed Cross
SETPES
Clarke,
Hemper,
Lasderdale,
Leake, Newton, Neshoba and
Seoft counties.

Dinring 2004, five chapler
sent packages fo froops iy frag fo
remind them of fheir
hometswas, The chapler sel uh
sigetters for people who tried o
sscape fhe wrath of Hurricane
Jvan in Sepfember, and nroved
fo @ menn, wmore spaciows leoafion
i Meridign in November

One week until he leaves and he can't
witit. He is champing at the bit to redurn
home, not enly as a hero, but as a citizen.

The day finally arrives and he boards
the plane to depart. A general gives a
lovely speech but he is too excited bo
listen. He knows that in fewer than seven
hours, he will be in the arms of his girl.

The plane comes te rest on the tarmac
and he is the first one off. As he steps off,
all he can see is her The sun is setiing
behind her and she looks like an angel
He wraps his huge tired arms around
her and lifis her off the ground. As he
sets her down, he hears her sweet voice,
amd knows all is well,

To ouar treasured troops,

This is an ideal time to
reflect and be thankful for the
past and the strength you have
given us as a natien. We have
been so touched by our ser-
vicemen and women and their
dedication to our country in
supporiing a cause,

s we all know, 2004
offered more than its share of
challenges.

Each of our men and women
of the Armed Forces have given
so much to each of us. We
thank you for your sirength in
risking your hw:s. We thank
vou for vour guidance and your
dedication to sur country. And,
we thank you for your love of
yaur nafien,

We pray that each of you will
be sheltered by God's loving
hand and will return safely
hovme to your families,

The key Chapter of the
American Bed Cross is so
proud to be a part of the Armed
Forces Emergency Metwaork,
We work ecach day with you and
vour families in an eflort to help
vour families cope with separa-
tion and other special necds.

Each of our volunteers and
statf hopes for your safe return
herme,

Sincerehy,

Cheri Barry,
execuiive director
Key Chapter of the
American Red Cross



